
Notes for Contributors 

Africa Insight is a peer reviewed, accredited journal focusing on contemporary issues and 
changes in African countries. 
 
Unsolicited contributions to Africa Insight are welcomed. The ideal paper is interesting, 
accessible and rigorous. It should also be relevant and topical, advancing the journal’s aim of 
“giving insight into change in Africa”. Articles dealing with countries other than South Africa 
will be given preference. If you would like to discuss a possible topic with the editor before 
submission, this is quite acceptable. 
 
All inquiries and submissions should be directed to:  

Elizabeth le Roux 
Editor, Africa Insight 
Africa Institute of South Africa 
PO Box 630 
Pretoria 0001 
South Africa 
Tel: +27 12 328 6970; Fax: +27 12 326 1778 
beth@ai.org.za  

 

Originality: Africa Insight will not consider a manuscript that is being reviewed by another 
journal at the same time, nor will it normally consider an article that has been published 
previously in a similar form. Normally reprinting will be initiated by the editor. This rule may 
be waived in the case of conference papers and other exceptional cases. 
 

Length: The preferred length of an article is between 4 000 and 6 000 words. Book reviews 
should be between 1 200 and 1 800 words. Articles may be submitted in English or French, 
but will be published in English. 
 

Disk / Email Copy. To speed up the review process, it is recommended that authors submit 
their papers by email or on diskette. We prefer Microsoft Word, but can convert from most 
formats.  
 

Hard Copy. If submitting by post, send three copies of the manuscript, along with a disk.  
 
Abstract: All articles should be accompanied by a 100-word abstract and author’s 
biographical statement. This should be a separate file on your diskette and a separate page in 
your manuscript. 
 
Title Page: The author's name and address should appear only on the title page, which should 
be separate from the main text of the manuscript. Acknowledgements should also be on this 
page and should be the first endnote of the article. Authors are expected to reveal the source 
of any financial or research support received in connection with the preparation of their 
article.  
 
Spelling: Use the Oxford Dictionary for spelling. When in doubt, use British rather than US 
spelling conventions. Write out acronyms and abbreviations on first use. 
 



Maps: If a map is required to accompany your chapter, make sure that this is clearly 
indicated. Show where the map should be inserted, and what it should cover. AISA will 
prepare maps. 
 
Illustrations, graphs, tables: As far as possible, do not use illustrations or graphs from other 
sources, for copyright reasons. Rather compile your own graphs and tables. 
 
References: The author is responsible for understanding and following the principles that 
govern the “fair use” of quotations and illustrations and for obtaining written permission to 
publish, where necessary. Accuracy in citations and references is also the author’s 
responsibility, although the editors may confirm the accuracy of selected citations.  
 
List references at the end of the manuscript under the heading ‘Notes and References’. The 
list should be numbered, in the form of endnotes. Provide all relevant information, such as the 
author’s surname and initials, full title (including subtitle, where applicable), publisher, place 
of publication, date of publication, and page reference. See the following examples: 
 

- books 
1 Carl Clark and Jonathan Lemco (eds), State and Development, Leiden: EJ Brill, 
1988. 

- journal articles 
1 SM Walt, ‘Beyond bin Laden: Reshaping US Foreign Policy’, International 
Security, vol 26, no 3, February 2001. 

- newspaper articles 
1 M Krepon, ‘Weak without Treaties’, Washington Post, 1 October 2002.  
2 J Vidal, ‘Trade not aid’, Mail & Guardian (Johannesburg), 31 May to 6 June 2002, p 
17. 

- website articles 
1 FI Greenstein, ‘The changing leadership of George W Bush: A pre and post-9/11 
comparison’, 9 September 2002, http://www.apsanet.org/PS/post911/greenstein.cfm.  

- government acts 
1 Republic of South Africa, White Paper on Defence, Pretoria: Government Printer, 
1996. 
2 Department of Defence, White Paper on Defence, Pretoria: DoD, 1996. 

- unpublished reports or dissertations  
1 E Njau, ‘Foreign Debt Servicing and its Impact on Economic Growth in Tanzania: 
The 1980-1993 Experience’, Unpublished MA dissertation, University of Dar es 
Salaam, 1995. 

- conference or workshop papers  
1 SM Kapunda and G Mjema, ‘External Indebtness and Food Insecurity in Tanzania: 
Nature and Extent of the Problem’, Paper presented at a workshop on ‘Africa and 
Europe Food Security: A new approach’, Dar es Salaam, 1998 

 



The second time a source is mentioned, use the short form: 
5 Clark and Lemco 1988. 
9 Krepon 2002. 
10 Van der Walle et al. 2001, p 4. 
11 Ibid. (when the source is exactly the same as the previous note) 

 


